CHAPTER IV

GENERAL LASALLE, who fell at Wagram, was keenly regretted
" both by the Emperor and the army. He was the best light
cavalry officer for outpost duty., and had the surest eye. He
could take in a whole district in a moment, and seldom made
a mistake, so that his reports on the enemy's position were
clear and precise. He was a handsome man, and of a bright
wit, but, although well educated, he had adopted the fashion
of posing as a swashbuckler. He might always be seen
drinking, swearing, singing, smashing everything, and
possessed by a passion for play. He was an excellent
horseman, and brave to the point of rashness. Although he
had fought in the first revolutionary wars, he was little
known before the famous campaign of 1796, when, as a
captain in the 2nd Hussars, he attracted the notice of
General Bonaparte at the battle of RivolL This took place,
as is well known, on a lofty plateau bounded on one side
by steep rocks, at the foot of which flows the Adige, along
the road to Rivoli. The Austrians, having been beaten by
the French infantry, were leaving the battle-field by every
available way. One of their columns hoped to escape by
reaching the valley over the rocks; but Lasalle followed
them down this difficult passage with two squadrons. In
vain it was represented to him that cavalry cannot be
employed on such dangerous ground. He galloped down
the descent, followed by his hussars; the astonished enemy
retreated headlong. Lasalle overtook them, and made some
thousand prisoners under the eyes of General Bonaparte and
the army. From this day onwards Lasalle was in high
favour with Bonaparte, who promoted Mm rapidly sfad took
him to Egypt, where he made him colonel. In one of theg each of them Ms marshal's baton. It was not,
